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	RISK ASSESSMENT

Imperial Medicals Rugby Football Club



	Hazard
	Risk
	Remedial Action

	Rugby posts and pitch flags are not properly constructed and/or assembled 
	Rugby posts may fall over when struck by a ball or player causing injury.

Rugby flags should break away properly when hit by players to prevent players being impaled on them 
	Rugby posts and flags should be checked by a competent person before playing begins

Rugby posts should be padded to prevent injury in the event of collision

	Theft
	During practice/match play players valuables may be stolen
	All valuables shall be placed in numbered valuables boxes in each changing room at Teddington Sports Ground, which will then be handed to the groundsman or other appointed person prior to leaving the changing room

	Equipment is faulty
	Injury may occur when equipment is used even when it is used correctly
	All equipment should be checked by a competent person to ensure they are in sound condition on a regular basis

	Access to the rugby playing equipment by unauthorised persons
	People may gain access to equipment and if used incorrectly could lead to personal injury
	All equipment should be stored under lock when not in use by authorised persons

	Unqualified drivers
	If minibuses/coaches are driven by unqualified individuals this may lead to injury
	All minibuses should only be driven by individuals that have proven to ICU their competence. The club minibus will only be driven by students over the age of 21 years of age with a clean driving licence.
The club will always strive to use coach hire companies that are reputable and known to provide suitably qualified drivers 

	Fire
	Fire may break out in the club house leading to personal injury
	All individuals should be made aware of the fire procedure and all fire extinguishers on site checked regularly

	Hedges and other visual obstructions around, on the approach or on the exit from the playing area
	Spectators or general members of the public may be unaware of the rugby playing and may stray onto the pitch
	The playing area/pitch should be kept clear of any such obstruction. If there are such obstructions near the pitch they should be removed – or there should be a clear signpost to announce the location of the pitch 

	Spectators may be hit by rugby players or rugby balls during practices or matches
	Will lead to injury
	A safety area of reasonable distance should be established prior to activities taking place and all spectators should remain behind this distance. If possible this distance should be marked by ropes or tapes and indicated by a warning sign

	Competent leader is not visible or apparent to participants
	Can lead to injury when certain rugby players are unaware of other rugby players activities.

Problem can arise when some rugby players are unaware of the command to stop drills
	Leader should be named before the session and clearly identified throughout.

A whistle should be used to attract rugby players attention

	No first aider present during activity
	With no first aider present at the activity any accidents will have their initial competent aid limited
	A first aid qualified person should be present during all activities

	No means of summoning help in an emergency
	If an accident occurs it may be aggreivated by no emergency procedures or means of contact with emergency services  
	All participants should be made aware of the emergency drill, where the nearest first aid kits are and the means to contact the emergency services

	There is no competent leaders present when rugby playing/practice occurs
	Can lead to the development of bad practice and even injury due to mistakes and jokes
	Supervisor, instructor or coach (or other recognised competent person) should be present at all times during play/practice

	Supervision and training of the rugby players at a sub-standard level will lead to bad practice
	Rugby players will be taught practices that are not suitable for the sport which may lead to injury of participants and spectators
	The supervisor, instructor or coach should be a competent and suitable person for training. A suitable qualification for coaching from the Rugby Football Union should be achieved 
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