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UKSEDS community, I give 

you ICSEDS – Imperial    
College Students for the Ex-

ploration and Development 
of Space! ICSEDS represents a 

dedicated group of student space-

enthusiasts based at Imperial   

College London, formally a long-

standing branch of the Student 

Space Exploration and Technology 

Initiative (SSETI). Imperial College 

has hosted a dedicated branch of 

SSETI for close to 6 years, manag-

ing the Assembly Integration and 

Verification subsystem for the 

European Student Earth Orbiter 

(ESEO), a project instigated by 

SSETI to design, build and launch 

a working student satellite into 

Earth orbit. However, since the 

ESA Education Office reclaimed 

ESEO into its own portfolio, Impe-

rial College no longer has any   

active involvement with a student 

satellite project. Our intention to 

affiliate to UKSEDS is partially an 

effort to revitalise the club and 

reform a new identity as we work 

ever harder to broaden our scope 

and outreach across Imperial’s 

student body. It is hoped that this 

transition will yield a host of     

mutual benefits for both IC and     

UKSEDS. The opportunities avail-

able through UKSEDS and its con-

tacts, coupled with a wide and   

expanding membership base of 

eager and enthusiastic students at 

ICSEDS will help give rise to a 

successful future for the student 

space scene at Imperial College. 

 

While ICSEDS begins its life, 

SSETI at Imperial looked to be a 

dying entity. However, SSETI is 

being mercifully revived at Impe-

rial, taking the form of a new    

internal collaborative venture with 

the SSETI Association and ESA’s 

Human Spaceflight sector. We 

have been given the chance to 

kick-off, and continue to be at the 

forefront of, a fresh student-based 

space mission. The project brief 

has allowed us the freedom to be 

as ambitious as we feel possible 

with the resources available. 

Though, what is stressed is that 

the mission must be low cost, 

have an affiliation with human 

spaceflight, and (living up to 

SSETI’s core value) encompass as 

much student involvement as real-

istically possible. 

 

The vagueness and flexibility of 

the mission objectives meant 

imagination and creativity formed 

the basis for idea generation, 

which presented a challenge to a 

team of students that rarely     

access the creative (right) side of 

their brains; Imperial students, 

acclaimed for their technical and 

academic excellence, lack a crea-

tive prowess, synonymous of a 

student body made up purely of 

scientists, engineers and medics! 

After a series of brainstorming 

sessions, Project Mars-On-Earth, 

or P-MOE in the spirit of the space 

industry’s insatiable infatuation 

with fancy acronyms, was born. 

The project is to focus on the rep-

lication of climatic, atmospheric 

and soil conditions on Mars to  

provide an in-depth un-

derstanding   of how cer-

tain objects behave 

when exposed to Martian 

conditions for a period of 

time. The project specifications are 

expected to extend to investigat-

ing how bacteria and vegetation 

might develop on Mars. In order to 

achieve this, the goal is to create 

a microcosm of Mars on Earth 

(hence Project MOE) in the lab. 

 

As Team Coordinator, I am       

incredibly keen to ensure this   

project is successful and is seen to 

completion to showcase the enthu-

siasm and talent we have at     

Imperial for space. The key, I   

believe, is that we have sufficient 

support from the student-space 

community and other organisa-

tions. There are undoubtedly 

boundaries preventing us from 

venturing as far as we might like 

with P-MOE, but with a dedicated 

team and an unwavering support 

framework we can push those 

boundaries ever and ever further. 

 

We are now in a great position to 

commence ties with UKSEDS, 

whilst simultaneously sticking to 

our SSETI ‘space roots’. How we 

intend to manage this merger is to 

be formally discussed, but an    

opportunity has arisen for us to be 

an even more effective beacon for 

spreading the awareness and    

understanding and encouraging 

participation in space. 

The Student Space Exploration and Technology Initiative Asso-

ciation is a miniature, education oriented space agency that  gathers young 
dedicated enthusiasts with one common passion - SPACE. Currently, more 
than 500 students from more than 15 universities, located mostly in Euro-
pean countries and Canada, participate in our present and past projects.  
 

For more information, or to get involved, visit: www.sseti.net 

(SSETI + UKSEDS)Imperial College 

= ICSEDS 

Students for the Exploration and Development of Space  9 


